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Church Warden: 

Sexton: 

Mrs Babs Leach, Slade View, Payhembury (841409) 

Mr Jim Kimber, 1 Barrow Road, Payhembury (841320) 

Rectory notes—January 2022 – Guiding light  

 
“Hang on, folks – please!” It’s the Wise Men.  “You’ve packed us away with 

your tinsel and crib, and we haven’t even got to Bethlehem yet!  Caspar – how 

long does the SatNav say?”  “Just recalculating, Melchior… here it comes, 3 

months – that’s on Camel Setting”.  “See what I mean, you good people of the 

future?  You hurtle into the Christmas sales like there’s no tomorrow and barrel 

into 2022, leaving us for dust (well, desert sand).  S-l-o-w  d-o-w-n!  We didn’t 

get to our famed place in the Christmas story by rushing.  No, we s-l-o-w-e-d, 

we looked at the sky – and we followed the star.  

“Look ahead at your next 12 months. OK, so I’m not a 21
st
 Century guy, but I’m 

guessing your coming year looks rather like our current journey.  Uncertainty – 

Covid for you, mountains to cross for us, in neither case knowing what’s on the 

other side nor how we’ll get there.  Countless crises cracking off for you – infla-

tion, healthcare, a World Cup in winter (what’s your world coming to!), like the 

ups and downs of our sand dunes stretching to the horizon.  Yet hope in your 

hearts too (I hope), like in ours. And in need of a star to step our way through it 

all. 

“So you folk in 2022, let us offer you advice across the ages.  Set your SatNav 

to ‘Camel’, S-l-o-w  d-o-w-n once in a while, look up on a still starry night, and 

sense the presence of the One from above who is our Guiding Star.  I don’t 

know how we’ll make it to our destination, or even when –  camels won’t be 

dictated to by a computer, believe me.  But I know we will, and so will you.  So 

go wisely and joyfully, my friends.” 

The Guiding Star that forever goes ahead of us – ‘I am… the bright Morning 

Star’ says Jesus, in almost the closing words of Revelation, the Bible’s book 

about destinations.  To quote from a Mumford & Sons song that’s gone round 

my head many times this past year,  

 

Cos even when there is no star in sight 

You'll always be my only guiding light 

 

Epiphany, the festival forgotten in Christmas’s shadow, and yet this celebration 

of the magi’s (eventual) arrival presents the perfect picture for the start of a 

year.  There may be uncertainty ahead – ‘there may be trouble ahead’ even, to 

quote another song.  But that steady Guiding Light shines, even when shroud-

ed in cloud.  Let’s set our SatNavs to ‘Camel’, slow down, and look up. 

 

Rev David Carrington 

Team Vicar of Escot, Feniton and Payhembury,  

The Rectory, Station Road, Feniton  01404 850905 revdavidcarington@gmail.com  
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Contact details for church wardens in Escot and Feniton 

Feniton: David Lanning (850699) or Cara Sanders(850262) 

Escot: Judy Davis (812739) 

Church Flowers 
8th and 15th January—Gina Cox 

22nd and 29th—Olwen Eaton 

PARISHES OF FENITON, ESCOT, PAYHEMBURY  
CHURCH SERVICES IN JANUARY 2022 

 
 
 

SUNDAY 9
TH

 JANUARY   FIRST SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY  

 
 
 

SUNDAY 16
TH

 JANUARY   SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

 
 
 

SUNDAY 23
RD

 JANUARY   THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

 
 
 

SUNDAY 30
TH

 JANUARY   FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
(CANDLEMAS) 

 
 
 

SUNDAY 6
TH

 FEBRUARY   FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

 

Feniton 11am Parish Communion (DC) 

Payhembury 9.15am All ages service (LL/DC) 

Escot 11am Parish Communion (DC) 

Feniton 9.15am Morning Worship (LL/DC) 

Payhembury 6pm Sunday reflection with music (LL) 

Feniton 11am Parish Communion (DC) 

Payhembury 9.15am Café (LL/DC) 

Feniton 11am Parish Communion (DC) 

Escot 4pm Evensong (TP) 

Feniton 9.15am Storytime+ (ST team) 

Payhembury 11am Parish Communion (DC) 
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For the last few winters, barely a flake of 
snow has fallen in this part of Devon, 
apart from on the summit of Hembury 
Fort, but during February 2018 the ‘Beast 
from the East’ gave unusually heavy 
snowfall.  Ice on our roads is a more 
common occurrence and it is therefore 
prudent to have a Parish plan to tackle 
any access or safety issues that may 
arise from icy or snow-covered roads.  
 
Devon County Council (DCC) is responsi-
ble for clearing and gritting major high-
ways such as the A373, the A30 and 
from there to the level crossing in Fen-
iton.  With more miles of roads than any 
other single county, DCC has a huge task 
to undertake. Here are some statistics 
from last winter: 

• Over 220,000km of road salted by 

3023 individual grit runs 

• Dartmoor was treated the most on 

120 occasions 

• Exmouth was treated the least on 

just 58 occasions 

• Over 18,000 tonnes of salt were 

used (twice that used in each of the last 
two years) 

• Lowest road temperature -7.2°C on 

Dartmoor on 31st Dec 

• About 7cm of snow fell on Dartmoor 

on 4th December 

• 10 nights with roads below -5°C 

• Some secondary routes treated on 5 

occasions 

• 27 requests for salt were received 

over the past winter delivering 42 tonnes. 
In addition, 462 requests to refill or repair 
salt bins were attended to by our contrac-
tor. 
 
DCC expects Parish Councils to be re-
sponsible for the roads within their parish 
boundaries and they expect each parish 

to appoint a snow warden, snow warden 
assistants and to produce a Snow Plan.  
The Parish Council has therefore pro-
duced a plan and appointed a Snow War-
den.  Volunteer assistants to cover 
various locations are required. 
 
DCC will help with the provision of salt / 
grit. Currently there are six yellow salt / 
grit bins located in the parish. Clearly it 
would be neither practical nor cost-
effective to treat all fifteen miles of our 
roads in icy conditions.  It is therefore 
planned to concentrate on a few signifi-
cant places such as around the centre of 
Payhembury or on steep sections of 
road. In prioritising our actions, particular 
attention will be paid to access and safety 
for emergency services, key workers, 
vulnerable persons and for livestock. 
 
As we have neither a snowplough nor a 
grit spreader, we have to rely on volun-
teers, wheelbarrows, shovels and, im-
portantly, the cooperation of residents. 
Drivers should consider: 

• Deciding if your journey is essential. 

Could you walk instead? 

• Choosing a route that is likely to be 

clear without steep hills. 

• Driving with caution, ensuring in-

creased distance between vehicles, as 
well as using gentle braking. 

• Being prepared with warm clothes, 

strong footwear and a spade. 

• Never assuming that a road has 

been salted. 
 
Parishioners should be aware that, in icy 
conditions, main roads such as the A373 
may not be gritted and they should there-
fore proceed with caution. 
 

Andrew Renshaw,  

Parish Snow warden  

Winter Plans for Snow and Ice Conditions on  
Payhembury Parish Roads 
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Happy New Year to everyone! 
 
A very big thank you to Naomi and Lionel 
for the lovely warm welcome, it is so good 
to have new hosts and we all enjoy going 
to new locations.  We admired the new 
wall paper, well done Lionel !  
 
Nan and Richard have invited us to their 
home on 19th January 2022, 11 am for 
our regular coffee morning, Covid permit-
ting, at Meadowbank.   If anyone would 
like to go and needs transport, please 
phone Steve or Sandra on 841842.   
 
Hope to see you there.  Keep well and safe,   Sandra and Steve  

MOLDOVA CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES 
Once again can I thank those from the parishes of Escot, Feniton and 

Payhembury for their generosity in giving Christmas boxes to the children of 

Moldova. We delivered 90 boxes to the depot as well bags of clothes and 

other gift items. Our car was full to the brim, and it was a very touching sight 

to see how the churches of East Devon had given so much. If you would 

wish to contribute to this next year please contact me on 01404 850699. 

Sheila Lanning 
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Soup lunch in church 
 

Monday 10 January noon 
‘til 2pm 

 
A choice of 
soup, bread, 

cake, tea, cof-
fee  £5 

 

Ladies’ night out  
 
Tuesday 18  
January 8pm 
 
at  
 
The Six Bells 

40 Club 
 

With Hospiscare approaching its 40
th
 

year, we are calling on local businesses 
to join the 40 Club.   
 
Businesses are asked to join in return for 
an exciting range of benefits to their busi-
ness, and all Hospiscare asks is they 
raise a minimum of £1000 during 2022.   
 
For further information, please visit 
www.hospiscare.co.uk/support-our-work/
fundraise/fundraise-at-work/the-
hospiscare-40-club/.  

Mobile Library  
 

Village Hall car park 
 

12th January 11 to 11.20am 

Elisabeth, George, Bailey, 
Eadie, Bertie to Perdon Farm 
 
Rita and Patrick to Hillside 
 
Geoff to just outside the  
village 

SAVE A LIFE  
 

RESUSCITATION  
REFRESHER/TRAINING 

 
Suitable for those wanting to brush up their 
skills and for first timers.   All are welcome, 

no need to book. 
 

Monday 31st January 7.30 pm 
Village Hall 

 
Contact Tim Cox 07340543447 

http://www.hospiscare.co.uk/support-our-work/fundraise/fundraise-at-work/the-hospiscare-40-club/
http://www.hospiscare.co.uk/support-our-work/fundraise/fundraise-at-work/the-hospiscare-40-club/
http://www.hospiscare.co.uk/support-our-work/fundraise/fundraise-at-work/the-hospiscare-40-club/
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Payhembury Weather  www.payhembury-weather.co.uk 
 
Weather for November and most of December 2021 
 
Rainfall: November was a very dry month with only about a quarter of the 
normal rainfall in contrast to the very wet October we had.  Storm Barra did-
n’t provide much rain in early December but there were strong winds that 
brought down big branches.  Most of the December rain came on Christmas 
day and later with some local flooding again.  
 
Temperatures: Daytime temperatures remained warmer than average dur-
ing November.  There were 5 frost days with cold nights at the beginning and 
end of the month.  More recently in early December the night-time tempera-
tures have been exceptionally warm with two nights warmer than 10 degC 
and it’s looking like the whole month will be well above average temperature 
with possibly records set on New Year’s eve. 
   
Weather elsewhere: Storm Arwen on 26-27

th
 November brought very high 

winds across the country especially in the North East where many trees were 
felled.  It also resulted in snowfall as far south as the Midlands.  The second 
storm Barra on 7-8

th
 December had high winds which resulted in 60,000 

homes power being cut-off in southern Ireland.  Further afield Super Ty-
phoon Rai battered the southern Philippines causing severe flooding and at 
least 375 fatalities.  The west coast of the US and Canada have experienced 
heavy snow over Christmas. 
 

 
 
Current weather in Payhembury can be viewed at www.payhembury-
weather.co.uk  

Roger Saunders 

http://www.payhembury-weather.co.uk
http://www.payhembury-weather.co.uk
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December/January 
 

As some of you will know David, our chairman, 

took a tumble before Christmas in the line of 

duty - plugging in some Christmas lights above the chiller - and gave his 

head a whack, enough to put him in hospital for a week or so. He’s okay, but 

I’m sure you will all join me in wishing him a speedy full recovery (post 

Christmas update he’s home and recovering well). 

 

The shop has functioned without him at the helm but only because we are 

entirely volunteer run and therefore there are systems in place to cover holi-

days and accidents such as this.  We know the shop is vulnerable to a loss 

of volunteers, covid shielding and this a case in point.  We had a fantastic 

response to the covid crisis and I urge you to look at your diary and commit-

ments and see if you can offer even an hour of your time to help run the 

shop which is both handy and a massive community asset. 

 

David has been leading the way for the purchase of a long lease on the 

shop and this may well have been finalised by the time you read this.  The 

shop has been secured as an asset for Payhembury for at least the next 299 

years, thanks to parishioners using the shop and volunteers keeping the 

overheads low.   We celebrated our tenth anniversary last year so now 

watch this space for the next chapter in the life of Payhembury Provisions.  

Are you part of it? 

 

Tim Woolgar  

Bingo with Marty—Saturday 29
th

 January 2022 
Payhembury Village Hall 

Doors open at 6.30 for eyes down at 7.30 
Proceeds towards Payhembury Church 
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We aim to have these infor-
mal services every half term 
and invite families from the 
community/school to join us.   
 
Towards the end of last term, 
we had a lovely time doing 
our second messy church 

getting very messy!   The central theme was around the story of Tabitha, 
who used her hands to make clothes for the poor.   We explored how we 
could use our hands to help others.   The various activities the children got 
involved with helped to re-enforce this message in a simple but visual way, 
such as making scented soap gifts for others, writing a postcard of love and 
encouragement for someone, helping a parent by hanging washing on a 
line.   We also explored that life isn’t fair (playing a game of dress up choco-
late), getting messy making stress balls and how making a prayer tapestry 
shows that life is like a tapestry of colours, bright and dark.   We don’t always 
know why the dark threads are needed, but God does.    
The time just flew and all the children enjoyed themselves!   We were en-
couraged by the excellent turn out, with 22 children joining us.   Many thanks 
to all who contributed by coming and leading activities and clearing away 
afterwards.   Thanks to Roz and Olwen for the delicious fairy cakes too!   

Messy Church is a new initiative organised by 
members from the church family to encourage 
and build relationships and faith through time 
together.   We have various activities organ-
ised around a central theme, connected to a 
bible passage, (which we sometimes act out – 
or try to!), followed by a prayer, song and 
sharing a simple meal together.  

St Mary’s Payhembury is delighted to 
invite all families with children aged 0-
11yr to Messy Church! Expect fun craft, 
music and a message, followed by a 
shared meal. ALL FREE!!!  Wednesday 
19th January at the Church 17.30-
18.30 See you there!  

Save the date next one March 16th  

Thanks to the Messy Church team :  

Kirsten, Babs, Margaret, Izzy, Becky, Amy, Leah, Yo, Anita, and Nicola   
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NHS Breast Screening  
 
Invitations for screening are sent 
automatically to women from 50  

until their 71st birthday.  Women aged 71 or over can contact their breast 
screening unit to make an appointment every 3 years.  The local number for 
this area is:  01392 262600  
 
This is an NHS service.  You only need to diary a reminder to yourself and 
then make the phone call.  I know of cases where older women have under-
gone major surgery due to late detection.  This happened to my mother in 
her 80s, for whom it was a serious operation.  So much better to have regu-
lar testing for early detection and treatment. 

Christine Thair 

Payhembury Church 
New Year Bingo 

 
Saturday 29 January 

Payhembury Village Hall 
with caller, Marty Richards 

doors open 6.30 
eyes down 7.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chicken dinner per house 

Plus other prizes and raffle, Tea 
& Cakes 

Raising funds for Payhembury 
Church 

Sunday   30th  January   2022   3-5pm 

 
Craft Day on Saturday 19th March  

from 10am to 3pm in the Parish Hall.  If you are 
interested in sewing/quilting, paper crafting, print-
ing on bags and more, you might enjoy the day.  
If you would like more information, please ring 

Naomi on 07799 380336. 
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Tea and Bingo 
What a splendid Christmas Dinner we 
had in December!  Eleven of us 
“Bingoers”, including some we hadn’t 
seen for a while, which was lovely.  
Huge thanks to Carole, Don, Tom and 
Izzy for taking such good care of us – Carole does a great roast dinner and 
we all loved it.  We wouldn’t be able to afford our bingo sessions if the Six 
Bells wasn’t so kind as to allow us to hold them in the pub.  Food was fol-
lowed up by the usual Bingo session and many thanks to Helen, Vivien and 
Louise for calling, then we ended up with tea and mince pies.  
The next meeting will be on Friday 14

th
 January 2022, in the Six Bells  

 
We wish you all the best for the New Year and let’s hope it is an improve-
ment on 2021.  Don’t forget to pop in and say hello if you fancy a game of 
Bingo, or give one of us a ring if you need to know anything.     

Marjorie (841110) and Sue (841103) 

Art and Knitting/Craft Group 
 
We had a good number at our last meeting and would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the Six Bells for allowing us to make a mess of their nice 
room and take good care of us! 
 
Don’t forget, if you do any sort of craft it would be nice to see you as well as 
“knitters”!  You don’t need to be good at art, just bring something with you 
and enjoy the company while you paint. 
 
Sessions in January – all Fridays in the Six Bells: 
7

th
, 21

st
, 28

th
 2.00-4.00pm

 

 
Please phone if you have any questions and everyone take care. 
 
Knitting/Crafts: Naomi (07799 380336)      Art:  Sue (841103) 

Payhembury Short Mat Bowls Club are having an 
open evening on Wednesday 19th January and 
would love to see some potential new members.  
Just come along to the Payhembury Village Hall 7:30 
p.m. on Wednesday 19th of January and have a go 
and we will make you very welcome.  No special 
equipment needed.  We have plenty of bowls for you 
to have a try.  At half time we will even give you a cup of tea or coffee and a 
biscuit so why not come along and have a go!              Louise Granger 
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Jubilee Trees - update 
At least 20 Jubilee Trees have now been planted in the parish with more to 

be planted during the winter. Rob Leach has planted 5 beautiful Red Oaks at 

the far end of the water meadows and has offered an area of land of about a 

third of an acre in Upton, just below William Garvey’s furniture workshops. A 

working party cleared parts of this area on 4
th
 December and planted 15/16 

small whips (a mix of Rowan, Crab Apple, Silver Birch, Downy Birch and 

Field Maple) from the Saving Devon’s Treescape tree hub at the Wild About 

Payhembury event on 20
th
 November. Some larger trees, including Oaks and 

a Horse Chestnut will also have been planted before Christmas. The Parish 

Council have donations and pledges for a further 5 approximately 10-year 

old trees, one of which is planned for the start of the footpath. If you have 

suggestions for sites for the others, please let the Parish Council know. 

Payhembury Parish Council meeting 
Wednesday 12

th
 January at 7.30pm 

 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 12

th
 Janu-

ary 2022 at 7.30pm.  The meeting will be a hybrid meeting with members of 

the public able to attend either in-person in the Parish Hall or via Zoom 

(Meeting ID = 815 1682 5240; passcode = 156418; webpage = 

www.zoom.us/join or via telephone (see previous Parish Papers for the tele-

phone numbers)).   

 

The agenda for the meeting will be available on the noticeboard and on  

(http://www.payhemburyparishcouncil.org.uk/

Agendas_and_Minutes_28525.aspx) and the meeting will include the co-

option of a new Councillor, awarding Parish Council grants and agreeing the 

budget and precept for 2022/23. 

Paytherden Solar Farm – presentation by LightRock Power 
Friday 21

st
 January 2022, 7pm in the Parish Hall 

 

LightRock Power have now submitted their planning application to EDDC for 
the Solar Power Farm they want to build to the west of Tale.  They will be 
doing a presentation and answering questions about their application at 7pm 
on Friday 21

st
 January 2022 in the Parish Hall.  The meeting will be a hybrid 

meeting to allow people to either attend in-person or via Zoom. To join via 
Zoom please use the webpage www.zoom.us/join or telephone (see previous 
Parish Papers for the telephone numbers)). The Zoom meeting ID is 882 
3204 6651 and the Zoom passcode is 856100. Further information about 
the proposal can be found on the LightRock Power website 
www.paytherdensolarfarm.com or by calling 0114 286 6217 (during office 
hours). 

http://www.zoom.us/joino
http://www.payhemburyparishcouncil.org.uk/Agendas_and_Minutes_28525.aspx
http://www.payhemburyparishcouncil.org.uk/Agendas_and_Minutes_28525.aspx
http://www.zoom.us/join
http://www.paytherdensolarfarm.com
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Goldfinch 

Chaffinch 

Great 
spotted 

William Garvey, furniture designers & makers, of Upton,  

are delighted to sponsor Payhembury Parish Paper 

Wild about Payhembury / Saving Devon’s Treescape 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to the Wild about Payhembury event on 
20

th
 November, in particular the people presenting on the various stands 

and FOPS for providing teas and coffees.  
 
A lot of people have said how much they enjoyed the wide range and vari-
ety of topics covered and that they would have liked more time to find out 
even more about the different subjects.  The Parish Council are consider-
ing arranging some evening talks to make that possible.   
 
In addition, the event raised £80 from the raffle towards the playing fields 
improvements and the Parish Council would also like to thank the Market 
and Mingle on 26

th
 November for the funds they raised and donated to the 

same cause. 
 
Wild about Payhembury was also a great success for the Saving Devon’s 
Treescapes tree hub with around 160 trees being given away.  If you 
missed your chance to claim a tree (or up to 5 trees), or you would like 
more, then the next local tree hub will be taking place in Awliscombe to-
wards the end of January – see www.devonwildlifetrust.org/get-involved-
saving-devons-treescapes-project-free-trees-and-school-visits for more 
details once they have been confirmed. 
 
A couple of dates for your diary for free courses being organised by 
Broadhembury, with support from Devon Wildlife Trust, with both taking 
place at Adams Apples tree nursery in Luton: 
 

22nd January 10-12am - Propagating native trees and shrubs from 
seed - Grow you own Holly hedge 

 
19th February 10-12am - Propagating native trees and shrubs from 

cuttings - Grow you own basket willow or a wild cherry tree, or 
sustainable firewood. 

 
Dawn Chamberlain, Parish Clerk 

For more information on any matters concerning the Parish Council, please 
use the contact details given on page 17. 

http://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/get-involved-saving-devons-treescapes-project-free-trees-and-school-visits
http://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/get-involved-saving-devons-treescapes-project-free-trees-and-school-visits
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GINGER 
It’s that time of year where, even if herbs are 

growing, they generally have reduced healing properties, so we need to turn to the 

herbs we have in our stock cupboards and kitchens.  During the cold, damp winter days 

and nights the idea of eating or drinking something that warms us from the inside out is 

highly appealing.  Ginger, the knobbly shaped rhizome, is a spice most of have in either 

fresh or dried form, is just the trick. 

 

As early as the time of Confucius, the Chinese have grown and used ginger as both a 

medicine and a food.  In ancient Asia, as today, it was valued for its ability to ‘build fire’, 

both as a digestive and as an aphrodisiac.  As one of the spices first traded along the 

spice routes and Silk Road, ginger has always been highly regarded.  

 

Ginger is a 2-4 feet tall slender perennial with grass-like leaves and greenish-yellow 

flowers. Once the leaves of the plant die, the thick approximately 6 inches long rhi-

zomes, are dug up. Ginger is often referred to as a root but is in fact a rhizome which is 

a stem that grows horizontally underground.   Sadly our UK climate does not suit this 

exotic plant, even the most pampered plant has produced a flower but no sign of a rhi-

zome! 

 

The Latin name, Zingiber, derives from interpretations of the name in Indic languages 

where ginger was described as “shaped like a deer’s antler (horn)”.  Many of us are 

aware and possibly have used ginger to reduce nausea, indeed midwifes recommend 

it’s use for nausea during pregnancy.  Ginger is also anti-inflammatory, antispasmodic, 

analgesic and reduces elevated blood lipids.  In Traditional Chinese Medicine it is 

known as a ‘messenger herb’ due to its ability to carry other medicinal herbs around the 

body.  This ties in with our recent understanding that ginger improves circulation to all 

parts of the body (including the reproductive system).   

 

The ginger rhizome contains between 1 and 3% essential oils including the compound 

"gingerol" which is mainly responsible for its characteristic hot and pungent properties.  

These essential oils and resins are highly anti-microbial; the fresh juice is one of the 

most effective anti-virals I have encountered.  Rub-

bing freshly cut ginger on cold sores can be very 

effective.  Likewise drinking a tea made from fresh 

ginger can aid in digestive upset of most causes, 

also, flu, chest infections, joint and muscular pain.  

Fresh ginger can be grated and made into a deli-

cious warming tea which when mixed with elder-

flowers and fresh lemon slices is a great aid for 

colds, flu, nausea etc.  I have seen both crystalised 

ginger and ginger snap biscuits taken to reduce the 

progression of migraines and the nausea associat-

ed with them. 

 

Please remember because we are all unique, we 

can have different responses – always ask a qualified health professional if unsure.   

Halina’s Herb Corner 
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Paul’s Nature Notes November-December 2021 

 
There is much talk these days about rewilding, but this word appears to 
mean different things to different people.  Whilst I cannot compete with 
what has happened in West Sussex, one of their ideas is to let hedge-
rows grow not necessarily taller but thicker, and this seems like a great 
idea.  I am certainly not going to introduce pigs, cattle or deer, neither 
am I going to embrace the idea of not cutting our lawn.  Who wants a 
lawn full of daisies and dandelions, however good they may be for in-
sects.  No, I am going to continue concentrating on planting many more 
nectar-rich plants, native and ornamental and top of my list are more of 
the coneflowers I planted up in a new perennial border this year. Our 
bees are going to love them. 
 
Now, as winter cold begins to bite the bird feeding dynamics have 
changed, Great Spotted Woodpeckers have returned to the feeders, 
making an appearance for the first time in many months.  Greenfinch 
numbers are increasing, Siskins have left the deep woods and a Nut-
hatch has taken up almost permanent residence.  Unfortunately, Wood-
pigeons are also gathering in huge numbers, many with only one thing in 
mind – don’t they ever let up mating even when it is this cold!  In the 
meantime, my heart goes out to the Long-tailed Tits – such tiny birds 
weighing almost next to nothing— they never hang around for any time 
at all really, constantly on the move, but what really delightful birds they 
are. 
 
In between times the Goldfinches crowd in, but there is nothing 
“charming” about their constant bickering.  They would save so much 
energy by behaving themselves better!  Mind you, they scatter once the 
local Sparrowhawk commences a “bombing run”.  We have watched a 
large female coming in very fast and low, hedgehopping, before making 
a sharp, braking turn.  I still remember vividly the day one took a cocky 
male House Sparrow, flew down onto the lawn to pluck it, whilst giving 
the whole family who were watching from the dining room the evil eye.  
On another occasion one crashed into a shrub a mere three feet away 
from me, before eventually emerging empty handed. 
 
I am fascinated by the Nuthatches though.  Normally only heard and sel-
dom seen, they are now constantly at the feeders but again using up a 
lot of energy flying to and fro to their hole in a tree nearby.  I suspect that 
they may well be storing up supplies to see them through the winter.  



 

16 

Just to say a great big Thank You to the village residents of 
Payhembury for lighting up our Christmas.  We may even 
have been visible from outer space!  The help received from 
specific villagers who erected the tree safely and lit it up was 
vital and very gratefully accepted.  So thanks go to Steve, 
Dan, Grant, Martin (for electrics) and Vyv for supplying the 
power.  

Wishing a good new year to Payhembury  
from Rich and Nan 

LOST  I lost my grandmother's wedding ring on the evening of 26th No-
vember.  I went to the Jim Causley concert in the Church that evening.  
When I got home I realised that my grandmother's wedding ring, which I 
have worn since she died, was no longer on my finger!  
 
I contacted friends who drove me to and from the Church, and they, and 
several other kind people, searched the Church, and the car, but without 
success.  My last hope was that it had come off in my garden, when I may 
have caught it with my crutch, but a friend has been all over it with a metal 
detector, again without success.  It's a plain gold ring, so very special to me.  
If anybody has found it, please contact me.  Many thanks 

 Julie Moore, 31 Hillside, Payhembury,   Tel  841744 

An even bigger thankyou to Nan and Rich for their Christmas lights initiative 
last year and for so generously funding and organising the tree on the green 
this year.          Christine Thair 



 

17 

 

PAYHEMBURY VILLAGE HALL HIRE AND CHARGES 

Please contact Hazel Pike on hazepike18@gmail.com or 841465 for details and to book. 

(Please telephone before 7pm)  

INFORMATION PAGE 
Non urgent police contact 101  
 
Honiton Hospital   01404 540540 (Minor Injury Unit 8am-10pm)  
RD&E Hospital Exeter  01392 411611 
V.E.T.S. (Village Emergency Telephone System) 01404 565605 
 
Your Parish Council 
Meetings held 2nd Wed of alternate months (starting January) 7.30pm in the Village Hall 
Tim Cox (Chair) 01404 850005  Robert Leach  (Vice-Chair) 01404 841408 
Phil Chamberlain 01404 841773 Matt Rance  07809306571   
Karen Edwards 01404 849186  Paul Thomas  Contact TBC 
 
Parish Clerk: Dawn Chamberlain, 01404 841 773 
Parish Council email address: payhemburypc@payhemburyparishcouncil.org.uk 

 
Useful numbers at the County Council (all 0345) 
General Enquiries  155 1015  Registrars  155 1002 
Roads and Transport 155 1004  Libraries  155 1001 
Disability Information  155 1005  Children/Families 155 1013 
Bus passes    01392 383 688 
 
Emergencies 
Social Care     0345 600 0388   
Highways     01392 383329   
Animal Welfare, Petrol, Explosives 01392 499499 
 
Useful numbers at the District Council 
Switchboard:  01404 515616 (Use for all enquiries during office hours) 
Address:  East Devon District Council, Blackdown House, Border Road, 
   Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton, EX14 1EJ 
Email:   csc@eastdevon.gov.uk 
In an emergency outside opening hours, phone 01395 516854 
Opening hours: Monday to Friday from 8.30am to 5pm 
There is free parking in the car park in front of the building during opening hours 
 
County Councillor: Ian Chubb 01297 35468  District Councillor: Philip Skinner 01404 822855 

PAYHEMBURY PROVISIONS 
Opening hours and contact details 

 

Monday to Friday 8am to 7pm            Saturday 8am to 1pm 
 

Sunday 8am to 12pm                     Tel: 01404 841856 
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Editorial Team:    Kate Duggan (01404 841039)   
      Victoria Lincoln (07967 313035) 
      Christine Thair (01404 841322) 
Payhembury Village Website:  www.payhembury.org.uk  

REGULAR WEEKLY ACTIVITIES HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
MONDAY   Apple Pips   9.30—11.15am 
TUESDAY  Pilates  6.30pm 
WEDNESDAY Pilates  9.15am (Ladies)  10.30am (Men) 
   Short Mat Bowls 7.15pm 

 
 

 
Fri 7

th
, 21

st
, 28

th
  Art/Knitting/Crafting, 2—4pm, The Six Bells 

 
 
Sun 9th  Family Service, 9.15am 
Mon 10th Soup Lunch, 12—2pm, Church 
Wed 12th Mobile Library, 11-11.20am, Village Hall car park 
  Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, Village Hall 
Fri 14th Tea and Bingo, 2pm, The Six Bells 
 
Sun 16th Sunday Reflection with Music, 6pm 
Tue 18th Girls’ Night Out, 8pm, The Six Bells 
  Parish Paper Deadline, 4pm 
Wed 19

th
  Coffee Morning, 11am at Meadowbank 

  Messy Church, 5.30pm in church 
  Open Evening Short Mat Bowls, 7.30pm, Village Hall 
Fri 21st Paytherden Solar Farm presentation, 7pm, Village Hall 
Sat 22nd Propagating native trees and shrubs from seed, 10—12am,  
       Adams Apples 
 
Sun 23rd Café Church, 9.15am, Village Hall 
Sat 29th Bingo with Marty, doors open 6.30pm, Village Hall 
  
Sun 30th Force Cancer Charity Quiz and Afternoon Tea, 3—5pm,  Hall 
Mon 31st Save a life—Resuscitation Refresher/Training 7.30, Village Hall 
 
Sun 6th Parish Communion, 11am 
 

 
Advance Event Date: 
Sat 19th March Craft Day, 10am to 3pm, Parish Hall   

CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2022 


